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the monthly newsletter for the church of the nazarene in eurasia

Region Delivers Team PI ayers

Weekly Church reorganizes for ministry in Bulgaria
‘Snapshots’

Web site redesigned and
given new address

In February, Eurasia Region
Communications launched

a new weekly e-mail up-

date called “Eurasia Region
Snapshots.” The short stories
are sent on Mondays to those
who subscribe to this monthly
newsletter, creating one more
way Nazarenes may rapidly
connect to what God is doing
in the region.

A new team of nine, made up of Bulgarians and missionaries, reorganized leadership responsibilities at the
Church of the Nazarene in Sofia, and reformatted the worship services.

In addition, the regional Web

site was redesigned and now The Sofia Church of the Naza- ing worship and preaching and doing
: rene, founded in 1995, recently everything,” he said. “I like to be part of
resides at a new address: reorganized its leadership and a good team like we are now. It doesn’t
www.eurasiaregion.org. worship service. feel like I gotta do everything myself.”
Led for years by a bivocational pastor, The reformatted worship service
] o it was determined that the weight of features a worship team leading contem-
The new site contains all the leadership would be less heavy if spread ~ porary songs in Bulgarian, testimonies,
original articles and newslet- among a team, said Jay Sunberg, super-  prayer, a Scripture reading, a sermon
ters, resources and informa- intendent for the Bulgaria District. and prayer, followed by fellowship over
: : Galin Ivanov, the . treats and coffee.
tion that existed on the first former lead pastor, is “We're excited about Afterward, the con-
incarnation of the site, but in now among the nine how all this will enable  gregation of roughly
a new look and format. leaders who plan . 25 separates by age
S e : worship services and us to make a blgger groups for disciple-
Wednesday night impact in Sofia.” ship lessons.
If you do not already sub- prayer meetings, “All of us preach
scribe to Where Worlds Meet youth activities, _ —Jay Sunberg every now and then,
and would like to receive the outreach ministries Bulgaria District Superintendent o1 we do disciple-
and other tasks. The ship lessons after the
weekly releases and monthly team is a mix of Bulgarians and mis- service, so we're all participating quite ac-
newsletter, send an e-mail to sionaries, including Jessica Morris, a tively,” said Petar Neychev, who is also on
whereworldsmeet@eurasiare- missionary who recently was reassigned the leadership team. “But the responsibil-
. . to Bulgaria from Italy, and was a key ity 1s not for everything on one person as
gion.org or submit your name organizer of the relaunch. it has been for many years.”
and e-mail address in the Being part of a team, rather than Services and discipleship are held in
Where Worlds Meet subscription carrying the weight of leadership alone, the afternoon because the congregation
. . 1s a refreshing change, said Ivanov, who rents space in another church’s building
area at www.eurasiaregion. has pastored the church since 2003. Plans are developing to construct a Naza-

org. “Before, I was kind of lonely lead- see “Sofia” * page 5



North East India District rebuilds fire-ravaged center

Manipus; India—A crowd gathered in the
darkening streets of a town in Manipur,
cheering the procession of believers carry-
ing torches that illuminated the twilight.

The warmly glowing tongues of fire
symbolized the light of hope that came
to this part of the northeast when mis-
sionaries first arrived bearing the Gospel
in 1910.

In January, Nazarenes joined the inter-
denominational Christian community to
celebrate 100 years of faith in Jesus Christ.

As the torches proceeded through the
streets, flames of a different form licked
at the North East India District Center in
another part of town.

While everyone was occupied at the
celebration, seven men wearing masks
forced their way into the building, threw
petrol on the furniture and files, and set
fire to the center. The building burned
to the ground, destroying documents, re-
ceipts, a block making machine and some
JESUS Film equipment -- an $8,500 loss.

The lost documents and equipment
somewhat slowed district ministry, particu-
larly Nazarene Youth International (NYT),
Nazarene Missions International (NMI),
and Sunday School ministries, said Dis-
trict Superintendent Rev. Kim. Nazarene
Compassionate Ministries (NCM) has con-

tinued without interruption.

Fortunately, most of the JESUS Film
equipment was being used in the field,
thereby avoiding its loss.

The attack united believers in the com-
munity, Kim added.

“The church community has strongly
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condemned the act of the members who
did this. Some of those who had silently
supported came out boldly against them
to condemn their various agendas and acts
even before this fire incident.”

Originally, the district intended to seek
reparations from the community lead-
ers who would in turn hold the attackers
responsible. However, district leadership
decided against it, as the formal complaint
process would require locking up the
church untl the case was closed.

Even so, community leaders have as-
sured Rev. Kim they will deal with the at-
tackers and ensure the men do no further
harm.

The district immediately began build-
ing a temporary structure for continued
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ministry. The project has united the
church.

“People have developed a renewed
burden for the Lord and His church,”
Kim said. “All who truly love God and
the church have come forward with
donations and contributions in cash and
labor. Those churches a further distance
have sent their donations. So it is really
encouraging to see the work progressing
faster than expected.” ¢










“If you have any encour-
agement from being united
with Christ, if any comfort
from his love, if any fellow-
ship with the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion,
then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having
the same love, being one in
spirit and purpose.”
Philippians 2:1-2

Upcoming Events
23 March « SANBC graduation

District Assemblies

5 & 6 March ¢ Germany

10 March ¢ Hungary

12 & 13 March ¢ British Isles South

14 & 15 March ¢ British Isles North
17 March ¢ Ukraine

19 & 20 March ¢ Russia South

19 & 20 March ¢ The Netherlands
21 March ¢ Scandinavia
24 March ¢ Bangladesh

www.eurasiaregion.org

Prayer Requests

Sofia: Ready to focus outward

Sofia Church of the Nazarene’s new leadership team held a retreat last fall to outline the vision and
ministry goals for the church, determine team member roles and discuss new worship service format.

from page |

rene church on land the district owns.
The plans call for the new church to also
house the district center offices.
Although the congregation has
needed to focus inward on its relaunch,
they are ready to again turn outward to
the community, Ivanov said.
“I think it’s time for us to shift and
go out inviting people to activities where
they will feel comfortable,” he said.

With Easter coming up, the church
will plan some outreach activities to
involve neighbors and community
members, Sunberg said.

“We’re very excited about the whole
direction of how everything is going in
Sofia — the team approach,” he added.
“We’re excited about how this will
enable us to make a bigger impact in

Sofia.” ®
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